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Article 9 of Japan's Constitution was born out of the excruciating human agony and devastating destruction
brought about by the nuclear bombings on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Following the nuclear attacks on two of its
cities, Japan renounced war and the threat or use of force as a means of settling international disputes and
prohibited the maintenance of armed forces and other war potential. Thus, the spirit of Article 9 reflects the
appeal of hibakushas (the A-bomb survivors) calling for “No more Hibakushas, No more Hiroshima/Nagasaki,
No more Wars” and rejects dependence on nuclear weapons in security policies and demands that all nuclear
weapons be outlawed and abolished.

So far, however, the international debate has prioritized non-proliferation over nuclear abolition and no significant
steps towards disarmament have taken place. Moreover, nuclear weapon states have not carried out their obligations
under Article 6 of the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) and have been modernizing and developing new nuclear
weapons and systems for their delivery. Nuclear weapon states parties to the NPT must revive the process of
disarmament and abolition of nuclear weapons by beginning immediate negotiations for a Nuclear Weapons
Convention.

We, the under-signed participants and supporters of the Global Article 9 Conference to Abolish War, reiterate the
unlawfulness and immorality of nuclear weapons; express our strong support and solidarity to Abolition 2000 that
held its Annual General Meeting on May 3; and make the following recommendations while the second Preparatory
Committee meeting for the NPT 2010 Review Conference is taking place in Geneva.

We urge all governments to:

1) move beyond nuclear threats and preparation for nuclear wars, stop invoking the unstable security
environment to justify their refusal to implement the NPT and engage constructively towards enhancing
international security without relying on nuclear weapons;

2) respect their obligations under the 1970 NPT and the 1996 ICJ advisory opinion to “pursue in good faith and
bring to a conclusion negotiations leading to nuclear disarmament in all its aspects under strict and effective
international control,” and implement their “unequivocal undertaking” as set forth in the 13 agreed practical
steps of the 2000 NPT Review Conference Final Document;

3) support the Model Nuclear Weapons Convention produced by civil society and introduced to the UN as a
basis for completing negotiations by 2010 on a treaty for the elimination of nuclear weapons;

4) immediately cease all programs for research, design, development and production of nuclear weapons and
missile defense programs invoked to justify overwhelming military budgets, and reallocate these resources to
cleaning up the toxic legacy of the nuclear age and provide for health, education and sustainable
development, as well as develop non-military mechanisms to achieve and maintain national and global
security;

5) support immediate negotiations for a Missile Ban Treaty and a ban on weapons in space;

6) promote the establishment of Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zones, especially in the Middle East and Northeast
Asia, as a step towards the speedy, universal and verifiable abolition of nuclear weapons and as a way to
avert possible nuclear crises, while at the same time fostering a basis for dialogue and peaceful solutions;

7) promote peace and disarmament education and ensure that the appeals and voices of sufferings of hibakushas
are passed on to present and future generations;

8) institute a ban on uranium mining, support the establishment of an International Renewable Energy Agency
(IRENA) and join with other governments immediately to fund the initiative and provide technological
assistance, as an alternative to nuclear energy, thus avoiding the risk of proliferation and the deadly
environmental and health consequences of nuclear power generation;

9) recognize the major role played by civil society in raising awareness and making proposals for the abolition
of nuclear weapons as a step towards general and complete disarmament; support NGOs financially and
press for NGO attendance and participation at all multilateral disarmament conferences and meetings.
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