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I consider this to be a great honor to have the opportunity to talk about citizens' cooperation towards Peace with you, many people from Ecuador, Japan, and all over the world. 


After  World War II, Japan adopted a  Peace Constitution that was a pledge to renounce war after the loss of so many lives.  Twenty  million people were killed when the Japanese army dominated and engaged in wars in the Asian Pacific. In August of 1945, the US dropped an atomic bomb on Hiroshima, and another bomb on Nagasaki, instantly taking the lives of 200,000 people. As a promise to the world to never repeat such tragedies again, the Peace Constitution was born. To share this philosophy with the world, 10 Hibakusha, survivors of the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, have been with us on this Peace Boat voyage. 


On November 3rd,  63 years ago, the Peace Constitution was proclaimed, and the people of Japan have been supporting this fundamental idea of pacifism ever since.


At the core of the Peace Constitution is Article 9, which forever renounces war as a means of settling international disputes. It also states that land, sea, and air forces, as well as other war potential, will never be maintained, and refuses the right of belligerency. The preamble of the Constitution also states that peace is people’s right.


But even though this Peace Constitution exists, Japan signed a Security Treaty with the US in 1960—in other words,  Japan and the US have a military alliance. Through the presence of  US military bases throughout Japan, Japan’s policy is dependent on the US nuclear deterrence policy. And under the interpretation that  a minimum self defense policy would not violate the constitution, Japan organized the Self Defense Forces, and  has been cooperating and strengthening its relationship with the US military over the years. 


There have long been issues surrounding the US military bases stationed in Okinawa and other parts of Japan. Lawsuits have been filed against crimes committed by US soldiers, and there have been movements opposing the existence of the bases. Yet, the Security Treaty between Japan and the US still remains in place. Japan has been facing the contradictory situation between the fact that it has a Peace Constitution and that it approves the presence of US forces. 


Do you think Japan will be able to continue this state of contradiction? No, I don't  think so. The current relationship between Japan and the US has already started to change.


President Bush waged wars in Afghanistan, Iraq and other regions around the world. He asked countries all over the world to support these wars, and Japan’s Self Defense Forces have sent soldiers to Iraq. The “Self Defense” Forces that are supposed to “defend” us, became involved in the US global war. Now, more and more Japanese citizens are starting to question these circumstances.


But when President Obama took office, a new situation developed. President Obama took a giant step forward toward nuclear disarmament when he proclaimed a world without nuclear weapons. When Japanese conservatives saw President Obama's commitment to reducing nuclear weapons, they began to worry the US would not protect Japan any more. The myth that US  nuclear weapons and military strength would always protect Japan has began to fall apart.

We can no longer blindly follow and rely on the US. Recently, more people are starting to agree with this. The time for change has come to Japan. People need a new model of peace.


Now Japan is thrilled to see the countries that have been fervently supporting Peace Constitutions like Ecuador, Costa Rica, Bolivia, and various other Latin American countries of  UNASUR (Union of South American Nations). Now is the time we need to come together in solidarity.


The “Global Article 9 Conference to Abolish War” was held in Japan on May 4-6, 2008, and more than 30,000 people from 42 countries attended the conference. The participants proclaimed the use of Japanese Article 9 as an international mechanism for peace.


NGOs in East Asia are starting campaigns to build a network for a new peaceful regional  network based on the ideology of Article 9. Our aim is to create a nuclear-free zone in East Asia. We have much to learn from Latin America, which created the first nuclear-free zone in the world.


Last July, Peace Boat docked in Costa Rica. There, we held a Peace Constitution  Conference for Global Disarmament, and it was a great success. At the conference, it was reassured that Japan and Costa Rica’s Peace Constitutions are reinforcing Article 26 of the UN Charter, which promotes the establishment and maintenance of international peace and security with the least diversion of the world's human and economic resources for armaments. It was also suggested that a UN resolution to spread Peace Constitutions on a wider scale be considered. 


If the Japanese Peace Constitution is a pledge of renunciation after the war in the 20th century, then the momentum for Peace Constitutions in Latin America is possibly a new system against violence and the injustices for the 21st century. With these two combined, we need to establish an entirely new system for the world.

Believing that the Cold War ideology still rules the world, or thinking that a military balance provides world security, are beliefs in the past. We cannot pursue a new future with such backward conceptions. Let us cooperate and work in solidarity to develop a human-oriented, world-wide and universal idea of peace. We hope to join efforts to shift from a military-dominated world to a human-oriented world.



Thank you.

